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James River Island - a new unit of the MNRR? 

The 755-acre James River Island is located downriver from Yankton.  

Future Challenges of Parks  

The mission of the Friends of the  

Missouri National Recreational River is to 

build awareness, enhance and advocate 

for the scenic, recreational, fish and 

wildlife, ecological, geological, cultural/

historical values and economic and  

recreational opportunities of the Missouri 

River, a component of the National Wild 

and Scenic Rivers System.  
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Gavins Point Dam running at 80,000 cubic feet per second in July 2019.  

Running Water River Access 

Missouri National  
Recreational River 

2  MILES   

Example of new destination guide sign design for the MNRR.  

 

The Big MO and the James River Island.  
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Mark Your Calendar       

• March 13-15:  Canoecopia. Find the MNRR at this 3-day consumer event in Madison, Wisconsin. 

• April 30:  Missouri River Watershed School Festival. Preregistration is required for schools to attend.  

• May 2:  Missouri River Cleanup, 58-Mile District. Meet at Yankton’s Riverside Park at 8:00 a.m. 

• May 23-24:  South Dakota Kayak Challenge. More information: sdkayakchallenge.org 

• June 13:  Lake Yankton Outdoor Festival & Homestead Day 

• July 11:  Fort to Field 50 Paddle Battle Event 

• September:  FOMNRR Annual Meeting (check fomnrr.org for date and details) 

For complete listing of programs and events, please visit the Facebook page of Missouri National Recreational River or the 

park’s website at nps.gov/mnrr. Follow us on Instragram @MissouriRiverNPS, Twitter @MissouriRecNPS and Facebook. 
 

The 801-acre Goat Island is located between River Miles 786 to 782. 

The purpose of the Missouri National Recreational River is 

to collaboratively work with multiple stakeholders to  

preserve and protect the natural, cultural, and recreational 

values of the last unchannelized and unimpounded  

segments of North America’s longest river along the  

South Dakota and Nebraska border. 

 



www.fomnrr.org Page 4 

                            

 
Did You Know… 

The National Park Foundation is the official charity organization for the National Park Service and helps local 
organizations in their support of the National Park Service. More information: nationalparks.org 
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continued from page 4 

   

• 

• 

• 

• 

A Commitment For The Future 

National Parks need people of all ages, abilities, 

and means to fulfill their mission. Park partner-

ships foster a sense of stewardship and commit-

ment crucial to the future of parks. Without volun-

teers, advocates, philanthropists, and support of 

visitors, our national parks would not endure. The 

commitment from visitors and the American peo-

ple sustains parks. What will be your role in the 

future of our National Park System? 

David Vela, NPS Director, opens the conference with an inspiring message about our parks.  

 
 

                 



www.fomnrr.org Page 6 

 
 
 

• 

• 

Visual Notes taken by Angie B. Moline recapping a day at the Friends Alliance Meeting held in Jackson Hole, Wyoming.  

 
                  



 

WANTED 
FOMNRR is seeking a  

newsletter writer & editor.   
Contact the park at 605-665

-0209 for information.  

River Connection is published biannually by the Friends of the Missouri National Recreational River and the Missouri National Recreational River.  
It is distributed free by email or mail to Friends members and other interested parties. 
 
All content is copyrighted and may not be reproduced except by express permission of the Friends of the Missouri National Recreational River. Subscription 
requests or changes of address may be emailed to info@fomnrr.org. Please visit our website at www.fomnrr.org. Friends of the Missouri National Recrea-
tional River advocates for Missouri National Recreational River and its unique environment. 

BULLETIN BOARD  
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Pass It Forward. Pass It On. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

FOMNRR SHIRTS AND CAPS ON SALE 

Shirt sizes come in small, medium, large, and extra-

large. Hats are one size fits all. Shirts are $25 and 

caps are $15. Shipping is available for $5 per item 

by calling 605-665-0209 Ext 23, or pick up your 

items at the Park Headquarters Monday—Friday.  

       

First-ever coloring book for the park was 
produced by the FOMNRR in 2018.    

 
                  



FRIENDS OF THE  
Missouri National Recreational River 

 
How to Join 
 
Online: 
 www.fomnrr.org 
 Click on the “Join Now” button 

Mail this form and a check made payable to 
Friends of the MNRR to: 
  
 Friends of the MNRR 
 P.O. Box 7029 
 Yankton, SD  57078 

Join the Friends of the MNRR 

Member Names:   
Address:   
City/State/Zip:  
Phone:  
Email:  
Newsletter delivery preference:  Email     Mail   
 
Annual Membership Levels 
Corporate Sponsorship                   FOMNRR Membership 

 

 

 

$1000 Platinum 

$500 Gold 

$250 Silver 

$125 Bronze 

$25 Individual 

$50 Family 

$10 Student 

$5 Youth 

This is a gift membership 

Gift donor’s name, phone and email address:  
Membership includes a subscription to the newsletter 

and invitations to Friends programs and field trips.   

Memberships and donations are tax-deductible.  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Rich Burns—Chair  

Barbara Yelverton—Vice Chair  

Dave Swanson—Secretary 

Bob Foley—Treasurer 

Tim Cowman—At-Large 

Paul Lepisto—At-Large 

Don Nelson—At-Large  

Rick Clark—NPS Liaison 

Daniel Peterson—NPS Liaison      

Follow us on Facebook 

Instagram @MissouriRiverNPS 

Twitter @MissouriRecNPS 

#FindYourPark 

#FindYourMNRR 

 


